
Crow Lane Landfill Update — July 22, 2014 

 

This update is being provided by MassDEP concerning the closure activities that are currently underway 

at the Crow Lane Landfill.   

 

In addition to this web page update posted on the MassDEP Northeast Region website at:  

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/crow-lane-landfill-newburyport-

monitoring-reports-data.html, an email was sent to an interested persons list.  Please send your 

questions, comments and suggestions to: crowlane.information@massmail.state.ma.us.   

 

Real-time emails to the Crow Lane Information mailbox regarding any perceived odors or issues at or 

near the Landfill may allow us to deploy inspectors real-time, and are much appreciated. 

 

Landfill Gas System Operation 

 

Since the installation of the new induction fan motor on June 6, 2014, MassDEP and Shaw personnel 

have observed continuing outages of the landfill gas flare.  As a result of these inspections, MassDEP 

issued a 72-hour notice to New Ventures on June 26, 2014.  The 72-hour notice required immediate 

action by New Ventures to repair and restore the landfill gas flare and landfill cap to its approved design 

and operating specifications as per the Final Court Judgment.   

 

New Ventures provided a written response to MassDEP on July 10, 2014, concerning the 72-hour notice.  

A copy of New Ventures response is provided with today’s update.  Despite the measures that New 

Ventures asserts (in its July 10, 2014 letter) to have taken, MassDEP and Shaw personnel have observed 

during subsequent inspections that the landfill gas flare was not operating.  In addition, other corrective 

actions have not been taken or completed, such as follow-up to the landfill gas odor scan conducted on 

May 6, 2014.  

 

New Ventures’ consultant has not conducted a recent inspection of the flare to determine the cause(s) 

of the continuing outages in order to repair and restore the Landfill Gas System to operation in 

compliance with the Final Judgment. 

 

MassDEP continues its efforts to have New Ventures restore the Landfill Gas System, including the flare, 

to operate in compliance with the Final Judgment. 

 

Recent Odor Complaints 

 

MassDEP received multiple complaints of the occurrence of odors on July 20, 2014, in the area of the 

Landfill.  During this time period, the flare was not operating.      

 

In response to the odor reports, MassDEP inspected the site during the morning of July 21, 2014.  At the 

time of the inspection, the landfill gas flare was not operating.  The inspector detected a slight to 

moderate landfill gas odor on top of the landfill near several of the landfill gas wells and at the flare, but 

did not detect odors around the perimeter of the landfill or next door at the Town’s compost facility.  

Review of meteorological data indicated that the wind for the past several days was from the 

north/northeast towards the neighborhood to the south of the Landfill.   

 



MassDEP also dispatched Shaw personnel to the Landfill to inspect the landfill gas flare, monitor the 

Landfill for the occurrence of hydrogen sulfide and odors, and download the data from the air 

monitoring station on Charmanski Drive.  Shaw reported to MassDEP that, during the evening of 

July 19
th

 through the morning of July 20, 2014, the meter malfunctioned and was not properly collecting 

data.  Shaw personnel consulted the equipment manufacturer and Shaw has now reactivated the meter. 

 

Previously, on May 6, 2014, New Ventures, MassDEP, Shaw and SITEC were onsite to investigate the 

landfill gas odors that have been detected periodically on top of the landfill when the landfill gas flare 

was not operating.   New Ventures and its consultant SITEC have represented that SITEC is developing an 

action plan to pin-point the actual source(s) of the odor and a plan to repair any leak(s) and the landfill 

cap, if necessary, in those areas. To date, New Ventures has not submitted such a plan to MassDEP. 

 

Department Oversight 

 

The Department and/or Shaw personnel are currently monitoring the landfill on a regular basis.  

MassDEP and/or Shaw personnel are scheduled to be at the Landfill several times per week.  MassDEP 

and Shaw will also be onsite for any jointly scheduled activities with Blue Granite, SITEC and/or New 

Ventures.  

 

MassDEP has recently updated Mayor Holaday, Senator O’Connor-Ives and Representative Costello to 

inform them of the status of the landfill closure process.  

 

Real-time emails to the Crow Lane Information mailbox regarding any perceived odors or issues at or 

near the Landfill may allow us to deploy inspectors real-time, and are much appreciated. 

 

 

 


